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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)H This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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Application Papers 
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10)^ The drawing(s) filed on 9/4/03 is/are: a)E3 accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-15 and 19-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by U.S. Patent No. 6,193,11410 Hopkins. 

Regarding claim 1 , Hopkins discloses a spraying attachment having: 

-a body having a first arm (23) with a duct (35) extending therethrough capable of 

flushing out water. 

-a second arm (C) having a duct (26) extending therethrough capable of 

redirecting water 

-an outwardly extending third arm (A) capable of being engaged by the user to 
facilitate connection 

Regarding claim 2, the second arm of the attachment directs fluid in a direction 
angularly located to the direction of the flow in the first arm. See Figure 1 A. 

Regarding claim 3, the second arm of the attachment directs water at 
approximately 90 degrees. See Figure 1 A. 

Regarding claim 4, the first and second arms of the attachment are integral with 
one another and the ducts generally have the same diameter. See Figures 1 A and 1 B. 
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Regarding claim 5, the third arm of the attachment is integral to the first and 
second arms and extends parallel to the second arm and perpendicular to the first arm. 
See Figure 1A. 

Regarding claim 6, a fourth arm (B) is attached to the first, second, and third 
arms, such that it is parallel to the first arm and perpendicular to the second arm. See 
Figure 1A. 

Regarding claim 7, the third arm of the attachment is integral to the first and 
second arms and extends in a direction parallel to the second arm and also has a duct 
in fluid communication with the first and second arms. The attachment also includes 
caps (31 ) that can be used to prevent the flushing of fluid therethrough. See Figure 1 A. 

Regarding claim 8, a fourth arm is also connected to the first, second, and third 
arms in a parallel direction to the first arm and perpendicular to the second arm, and the 
third arm is located parallel to the second arm and perpendicular to first arm and the 
fourth arm is located parallel to the first arm and perpendicular to the second arm. See 
Figure 1A. 

Regarding claim 9, the fourth arm has a duct extending therethrough. See 
Figure 1A. 

Regarding claim 10, Hopkins discloses a spraying attachment having: 

-first (23) and second (C) arms that are angularly located with respect tot one 

another capable of diverting water being flushed through. See Figure 1 A. 

-a third arm (A) extending angularly with respect to the first and second arms and 

also being capable of directing water being flushed through. See Figure 1 A. 
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-threaded connection means (24, 27, 28, 29) on the arms capable for connection 
to a threaded section of an upper end of a sprinkler head. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , the attachment is shaped like a cross. See Figure 1 A. 

Regarding claim 12 and 15, the threaded connection means on the first arm 
comprises a female threaded section (24), which would be received on a male threaded 
connection. See Figure 1A. 

Regarding claims 13 and 14, the connection means (27,28,29) on the other arms 
are male threaded and would be received in a female threaded connection. See Figure 
1A. 

Regarding claim 19, Hopkins discloses an attachment having: 

-a tube (23 and B) having an inner duct (26) extending therethrough from end to 
end of the tube and is capable of being attached to the upper end of a sprinkler head 
and is vertically arranged. See Figure 1 A. 

-the lower end of the tube is whatever size necessary to make engagement 

-first threaded connection means (24) at the tube capable of connecting to the 
threads of a pop-up riser, such that the duct would be vertically arranged. 

-a second threaded connection (28) allowing for attachment to a different type of 
threaded connection. 

Regarding claim 20, the device has another tube (A and C) extending angularly 
away from the first tube. See Figure 1 A. 

Regarding claim 21 , the device has different types of connection means spaced 
apart from each other. 
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Regarding claim 22, the lower end is of the appropriate size to make the 
connection. 

Regarding claim 23, the device has both internally and externally threaded 
sections. 

Regarding claim 24, size is not a patentable feature, and the device of Hopkins 
would fit into a garden hose depending on the size of the hose. 

3. Claims 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 5,257,826 to Prassas et al. 

Prassas et al. discloses an irrigation fitting having: 
-a sprinkler head body (28) 

-a connecting attachment (10) for attachment the sprinkler head body 
-attaching means (38 and 36) 
-a vertically arranged pipe (12) 

-an angular pipe(16) angled 90 degrees with respect to the vertically arranged pipe, 
-wherein the attachment is attached to the sprinkler head and allows for the flushing of 
water. 

The apparatus shown by Prassas is capable of performing the method or steps recited 
in the claim. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. U.S. Patent No. 6,547,159 to Westby discloses a irrigation kit in 
which several diferetn pipe heads can be attached to the riser pipe. U.S. Patent No. 
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2,460,622 to Crawley discloses a fitting having a cross shape with four threaded ends 
and a passage for flow through each end. U.S. Patent No. 6,318,383 to Wood 
discloses a law sprinkling cleaning device wherein the sprinkler head is removed from 
the sprinkler system and flushed with water at a remote location to the irrigator. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Seth Barney whose telephone number is (571 )272- 
4896. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am-5:00pm (Mon-Fri). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dave Scherbel can be reached on (571)272-4919. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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